c;o                     Oliver Croimvell                 [1640
" The first time I ever took notice of him/' say Warwick, "was in the beginning of the Parliament hel< in November, 1640, when I vainly thought myself ; courtly young gentleman ; for we courtiers valued our selves much on our good clothes^, I came into th House one morning, well clad, and perceived a gentle man speaking whom I knew not, very ordinarily ap parelled ; for it was a plain cloth suit which seemed t< have been made by an ill country tailor ; his linen wa plain, and not very clean, and I remember a speck o two of blood upon his little band, which was not mud larger than his collar ; his hat was without a hatband his stature was of a good size ; his sword stuck close t< his side; his countenance swollen and reddish ; his voio sharp and untunable, and his eloquence full of fervour For the subject matter would not bear much of reason it being in behalf of a servant of Mr. Prynne's, who hac dispersed libels against the Queen for her dancing, anc such like innocent and courtly sports ; and he aggra vated the imprisonment of this man by the Council table unto that height that one would have believed th< very government itself had been in great danger by it I sincerely profess it much lessened my reverence tintc that great council, for he was very much hearkenec unto."
When the grievances of the nation had been hearc and the petitions of individual sufferers referred tc committees, the Long Parliament turned to punisl the King's ministers. Charles himself was nevei mentioned but with great honour, as a King misled by evil counsellors, who had prevented him from fol lowing the dictates of his native wisdom and good ness. In the interests of both King and subjects